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Amendments to these By-Laws have a minimum effective period of twelve (12) months, and may not be altered once a Season is in progress.

Effective October 1st, 2008  
1) INTERPRETATION

i) Unless otherwise stated, these By-Laws apply to all forms of competition    

conducted by the Association.

ii) “The Council”, “Executive Committee” and “Association Secretary” in relation to

Junior tennis activities mean the Junior Activities Sub-Committee or such other person as delegated by resolution of the Junior Activities Sub-Committee.

iii) “Junior Activities Sub-Committee” includes any Committee or persons as
 delegated by a resolution of the Junior Activities Sub-Committee.

2) COMPETITION 

a) FORMAT

The Association may conduct the following competitions within the area administered by the Association:-

i) Saturday Afternoon Senior Combined Competition 

ii) Saturday Afternoon Senior Mixed Doubles Competition 

iii) Saturday Afternoon Senior Divided Competition(Men’s and/or Ladies)

iv) Junior Competition (Friday Night Boy’s and/or Girl’s)

v) Junior Competition (Saturday Morning Boy’s and/or Girl’s)

vi) Such other competitions as may be determined by the Council.

b) DATES

The Council shall determine on one occasion only, prior to the commencement of each competition, the dates of play.

c) STRUCTURE

The competition shall be between teams of affiliated Clubs arranged in consecutively numbered Divisions on courts approved by the Executive who shall determine the number of teams in each Division.

3) TEAMS 

a) COMPOSITION 

i) Senior Combined and Mixed Doubles Competition teams may consist of four (4) or five (5) men and four (4) or five (5) ladies.

ii) Senior Divided Competition teams shall consist of four (4) or five (5) players.

iii) Junior Competition teams shall consist of four (4) or five (5) players. A team may contain up to two (2) players of the opposite sex provided they compete below Division 4 and Executive approval has been given.

b) SUBMISSION

i) Each affiliated Club may enter one or more teams in the competitions described in

Clause 2, Sub-Clauses i) to vi) inclusive of this By-Law.

ii) Any affiliated Club may only enter either male or female teams in the competition

described in Clause 2, Sub-Clauses iii) to v) of this By-Law.

iii) Affiliated Clubs shall provide at least two (2) approved courts for each team

scheduled to play home matches.

iv) Teams submitted in the Friday night junior competition should have floodlit 

facilities available for play when required.
v) All nominated players are expected to play at least five matches in the season. 
Unless there is justification supplied when requested, the Executive may issue fine(s) of up to $25 per player.

vi) If subsequent to the start of the season, a Club finds it necessary to withdraw a 
team from any competition, the Club must withdraw the lowest graded team entered in that type of competition unless prior approval is granted by the Executive. This approval will only be given if there has been substantial permanent change in player availability. 

(1) The Club shall be required to advise the Association Secretary, and all Clubs 
affected, of the withdrawal.
(2) The affiliation fee is payable in full for teams withdrawn after the closing date for

nominations.

(3) No sets or games won against the withdrawn team or premiership points 
awarded for matches prior to the withdrawal shall be counted in the premiership table and, if necessary, the Division competition shall be re-drawn by the Executive to achieve as far as practicable an equitable competition
vii) If subsequent to the start of the season, a Club wishes to enter any additional 
teams in any competition, the Club must apply in writing to the Executive, which may approve such request(s) and apply any conditions it deems necessary
(1) The nominating Club shall be required to advise all opposition Clubs of the additional team(s) and the court location(s)
(2) If necessary the Executive shall redraw the respective division(s) to achieve a fair and equitable competition

(3) The Executive may make adjustments to premiership points to achieve a fair result
4) PLAYERS 

a) ELIGIBILITY

i) A Club shall register each season all of its players, giving details on any prescribed 
form within such time as may be prescribed by the Executive
ii) All players, at the time of team registration, must be bona fide members of the 
registering Club. 

iii) Junior competition shall be open to persons seventeen (17) years and under as at 
the 31st day of March in the year in which the competition ends.

iv) No player may play for more than one Club, within the Association, in a 
competition without the prior consent of the Executive, which shall not be given after the 30th of November in each season. Any application for transfer between Clubs must be made in writing and be supported by a statement of clearance from the Club from which the transfer is sought
v) No person who has played in any competition conducted by another Association

over a similar period (the season), and at similar times to any of this Association’s competitions shall play for any Club without the prior consent of the Executive Committee, and this consent may be granted on any terms deemed fit by the Executive
vi) Players who have played four (4) matches or more in any season shall not change

greater than one position within the Club’s Order of Merit in any consecutive match, except at the discretion of the Executive
vii) No losing singles player may be promoted over a winning singles player in any

consecutive match
viii) In junior competition, the highest ranked player taking part in the doubles matches is to play in the
 number one pairing.

ix) Where a Club has more than one team in any Division, players may not transfer

between teams, after playing four matches in one of them, without the prior 

consent of the Executive
x) Players shall not play for more than one team in any round of competition
xi) If a higher Division team of a Club in any competition is not playing, a player who

played in that team in its previous match shall not play in a lower Division team of 

the Club in that competition without the prior consent of the Executive
xii) Players may interchange between the Saturday afternoon competitions, but once

they have played half the programmed matches in either, no further transfer will 

be allowed.

xiii) A player shall not be eligible to play in a finals match unless he/she has played for 


the Club during the season at least five (5) matches, in that competition.

xiv) A player playing matches in both Junior Competition and Senior Competition in the same rounds shall 
be deemed to have played one (1) match only with regards to finals qualification.

xv) The Executive may, in addition to any other penalty imposed under this By-Law,

(1) Forfeit any sets or games won by any player who plays in breach of these rulings.
(2) Forfeit any sets or games won by the players in the same team as the player and who played in positions lower than the player

(3) Disqualify the player from future matches
b) CODE OF CONDUCT

The following Code has been based on the Tennis Australia Code of Conduct. It provides a framework to preserve the image and integrity of tennis and to promote sportsmanlike conduct.

The Code applies to all matches conducted by the Glenelg District Tennis Association.

CODE VIOLATIONS

· Unsportsmanlike Conduct to the prejudice of the image and integrity of tennis

· Best Efforts
to complete and win the match

· Physical Abuse of any official, opponent, spectator or other person 

· Leaving the Court without the permission of the Team Supervisor

· Unreasonable Delay on account of loss of physical condition, injury or refusal to play

· Coaching of any type from any person while a set is in progress

· Verbal Abuse of any official, opponent, spectator or other person

· Audible Obscenity during any match within the precincts of the match

· Visible Obscenity during any match within the precincts of the match

· Abuse of Equipment/Balls

· Taking, and/or consumption of, alcohol on court

· Playing while intoxicated by alcohol or other substances

PENALTIES FOR OFFENCES

· Players may be disciplined under the Demerit Points System or by suspension from matches

· Any player who accumulates five or more points is liable to be suspended

· At the conclusion of the suspension period, accumulated points are to be reduced by five
The following table is a guide only and penalties may be increased or reduced at the discretion of the Permit Committee having regard to the seriousness of the offence:

Offence



          Action


Demerit Point

Unsportsmanlike Conduct
)
Warning



1

Best Efforts


)
Final Warning



2

Leaving the Court

)
Suspension



3

Unreasonable Delay

)

Coaching


)

Audible Obscenity

)

Visible Obscenity

)

Abuse of Equipment/Balls
)

Alcohol on court

)

Playing while intoxicated
)

Verbal Abuse


Warning



1






Final Warning



2






Suspension
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Physical Abuse 


Warning



2






Final Warning



3






Suspension



5

TENNIS AUSTRALIA                                          RULES FOR NON-UMPIRED MATCHES
1) Each player is responsible for all decisions in his/her half of the court. He/she should be completely honest on all “calls” but, if in doubt, he/she should give his/her opponent the benefit of the doubt and play the ball as good. You should not play a let.

2) It is your obligation to call all balls on your side, to help your opponent make calls when the opponent requests it, and to call against yourself (with the exception of a first service) any ball that you clearly see out on your opponent’s side of the net.

3) Any “out”, “let” or “fault” call must be made immediately (ie. made before either an opponent has hit the return or the return has gone out of play); otherwise the ball continues in play. “Calls” must be verbal and clearly audible to the opponent followed by a signal if necessary. “Lets” may be called by any of the participating players.

4) If a player incorrectly calls a ball “out”, and then realises that the ball was good, the point should be replayed on the first occasion (involuntary hindrance) and the point lost on each subsequent occasion (deliberate hindrance). In the case of a point winning shot, a let would not be played.

5) In doubles, when returning service, the partner of the receiver should generally call the service line for him/her. The receiver should generally call the centre and side service lines.

6) If players cannot agree on the score, they should calmly discuss the points/games that are the areas of disagreement. If they cannot reach agreement they should replay only the points or games in question. All points or games, which the players agree on, stand eg. Two players cannot agree on whether the score is 40-15 or 30-30, but agree on the winner of the 1st, 2nd and 4th points. Therefore only the 3rd point needs to be replayed.

7) Players are prohibited from checking the mark of the ball on their opponent’s side of the court, unless invited by their opponent to do so.

8) Where a ball interrupts play, either by rolling/bouncing onto the court, and/or creating a visible interruption behind the court a let should be played.

9) If a player hinders his/her opponent it can be ruled involuntary or deliberate. When a player has created an involuntary hindrance (ball falling out of pocket, hat falling off etc), the first time a “let” should be called and the player should be told that any such hindrance thereafter will be ruled deliberate. Any hindrance caused by a player that is ruled deliberate will result in the loss of a point.


ETIQUETTE

1) All balls on your side of the net are your responsibility, to pick up and where appropriate, return directly to the server.

2) The receiver should not return the first service if it is an obvious fault – let it go by or ground it.

3) Do not enlist the aid of spectators, including parents, coaches etc, in making line calls, or attempting to determine other on-court matters.

4) To avoid controversy over the score, the server should announce the game score before starting a game and the point score prior to serving for each point.

5) Wait until a point is over before walking behind a court where a match is in progress.

6) To retrieve a ball from another court or to return a ball to another court, wait until the players have completed a point.

7) Do not stall, sulk, complain nor practice gamesmanship.
OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE

There are a number of outside [off court] disturbances that are not permitted. 

These include:

· Spectator interference

· Coaching

· Unfair comments made within earshot of the players

· Unsporting behaviour eg. clapping double faults

· Support for one player that intimidates the other player
5) MATCHES

a) FORMAT

The Competitions shall consist of:-

i) (Combined) Two (2) men’s Doubles and four (4) Men’s Singles, two (2) Ladies Doubles and four (4) Ladies Singles. Each Doubles match shall be the best of three (3) sets, the first two being 7 point tie-breaks at six (6) games all with the third (if necessary) being a 10 point super tie-break game only. Each singles match shall be one (1) set with a 7 point tiebreak at six (6) games all. (at eight (8) games all in the case of Division 1 - the exception to this being in the period from the beginning of the season until the start of daylight saving time, when each singles match shall be one (1) set with a 7 point tie-break at six (6) games all).

ii) (Mixed Doubles) Two (2) Men’s Doubles, two (2) Ladies Doubles and four (4) Mixed Doubles. Each Men’s and Ladies Doubles shall be the best of three (3) sets with a 7 point tiebreak at 6 games all. The Mixed Doubles shall be one (1) set 
with a 7 point tiebreak at eight (8) games all. In Mixed Doubles the No. 1 and 2 Men must play with either the No. 1 or 2 Lady and the No. 3 and 4 Men with the No. 3 or 4 Lady.

iii) (Divided) Two (2) Men’s Doubles and four (4) Men’s Singles, or two (2) Ladies Doubles and four (4) Ladies Singles. Each Doubles match shall be the best of three (3) sets, the first two being 7 point tie-breaks at six (6) games all with the third (if necessary) being a 10 point super tie-break game only.  Each singles match shall be one (1) set with a 7 point tiebreak at six (6) games all (eight (8) games all in 
Division 1 after the commencement of Daylight Saving Time).

iv) (Junior) 
(1) Saturday Competition - Two (2) Doubles sets and four (4) Singles sets. In Divisions 1 to 6 there shall be a six (6) game double with a 7 point tie breaker at six (6) games all, and a six (6) game single with a 7 point tie break at six (6) games all. All other divisions are to play a six (6) game double and a six (6) game single with the winner being the first to six (6) games. 

(2) Friday Competition - Two (2) Doubles sets and four (4) Singles sets. In all divisions there shall be a nine (9) game double with a 7 point tie breaker at eight (8) games all, and a six (6) game single with a 7 point tie break at six (6) games all.
b) CONDUCT

i) Except with the agreement of both Captains/Supervisors, the order of play shall be in sequence from first to fourth, and the commencement shall be rotated in order with the first single to begin the first match. The order of play for doubles shall commence with the first double when first or second single/mixed double plays first and second double when third or fourth single mixed double plays first. Refer 5) f) v) for order of play in finals matches
ii) In Junior Competition, Clubs shall appoint Supervisors each round for all teams. The team’s supervisor shall ensure the proper conduct of the match
iii) Starting times for matches in each competition shall be as determined by the Executive prior to commencement of the competition
iv) In Senior Combined and Divided Competitions, the singles matches are to be played first unless both team captains agree to an alternative. In Junior Competition, the doubles matches are to be played first unless both team 
supervisors agree to an alternative

v) Any team not prepared to commence one (1) match on each allocated court at the starting time shall be liable to be fined.

vi) Prior to the commencement of each match, each Captain/Supervisor shall furnish 
the opposing Captain/Supervisor with a list of players and doubles pairs in order 
of play with both given and surnames shown.

vii) No player shall be coached or receive outside assistance while playing. In Junior competition, no person other than the umpire, supervisor or those currently on court playing shall be permitted in the confines of the back or side stops.

viii) A player may request an umpire prior to or during a set, with the opponent providing the umpire. If the opponent is unable/unwilling to supply an umpire, the person making the request may provide an umpire.
ix) While 2 courts are to be allocated for each match –(refer clause 3) b) iii)), should there be any doubt that matches will not be completed then any additional courts that are available are to be used.

x) If courts are available beyond the programmed finishing time (in any time slot)then matches are to be completed.

c) BALLS

Balls are to be supplied by the home team, and shall be of a brand and standard as advised by the Executive prior to the commencement of the season. The quantities, per round, shall be:

· 8 new balls for each Combined and Mixed Doubles team (12 new balls for Division One Combined)

· 4 new balls for each Divided and Doubles team (6 new balls for Division One Divided)

· 4 new balls for each Junior team in Divisions One to Three with 4 good used balls for all other teams.

Please note that this is a minimum requirement and teams/clubs may supply extra if considered necessary.

d) FORFEITS

i) Any team which forfeits at least one quarter of the minimum possible number of sets in three (3) consecutive matches shall be liable to be withdrawn from the competition. The Club shall forfeit its affiliation fee in respect of that team. No sets or games won against that team or premiership points awarded for matches prior to the withdrawal may be counted in the premiership table and the division 
competition may be re-drawn by the Executive to achieve, as far as 
practicable, an equitable competition.

ii) If a Club shall find it necessary to forfeit any sets on any day, those sets shall be forfeited commencing at the lowest position in its lowest Division, unless approved by the Executive. If a Club without reasonable excuse breaches this Sub-Clause, the Executive may forfeit other sets or games won by the Club on the day in positions or teams in 
divisions lower than where the forfeit occurred.

iii) If any team shall find it necessary to forfeit any set on any day (except in the case of the illness of, or injury to a player in attendance), those sets shall be forfeited commencing at the lowest single and lower double. If a team without reasonable excuse breaches this Sub-Clause, the Executive may forfeit other sets or games won by the team on the day in positions lower than where the forfeit occurred.
iv) In Junior Competition, clubs are not required to promote players to cover shortages if the gap is greater than 3 divisions. Forfeiture of sets will be accepted in this case.
v) Any team in Junior Competition not having all players available to commence doubles at the starting time shall be liable to forfeit the doubles that is not able to be commenced. Teams not having all singles players present thirty (30) 
minutes after starting time shall be liable to forfeit the singles of any absent players. Forfeits shall be progressively applied against the lower doubles and lowest singles

vi) Any team in Senior Competition not having players available to commence within fifteen (15) minutes of the starting time of the match, or five (5) minutes from the completion of the previous set (whichever is applicable) shall be liable to forfeit that set/rubber.
e) PREMIERSHIP TABLES

i) The winner of each match shall be the team winning the greater number of sets and if sets are equal the greater number of games.

ii) The winner of each match shall be awarded one (1) Premiership Point for every two player positions in the team, plus one (1) Premiership point for every set won. The loser of each match shall be awarded one (1) Premiership point for each set won. In the event of a draw, each team shall equally divide the points available for a win.

iii) If, at the conclusion of the minor round, two or more teams have gained an equal number of premiership points, the position will be decided by the number of matches won and, if equal, the number of sets won and, if equal, the number of games won.

iv) In the event programmed byes in a Division the Executive reserves the right to adjust premiership points according to a pre-determined formula.

f) FINALS

i) Finals matches shall be played on the home courts of the higher placed team at the end of the minor  round, and on a neutral court if home courts are not available.

ii) Order of Merit listings must be submitted prior to finals. These listings should account for all qualified    personnel, as no submissions for alteration of order of merit will be accepted. Listings are to be submitted as follows:

· Seniors to Association Secretary by 7.00pm on the Thursday prior to semi-finals.

· Juniors to Junior Coordinator by 7.00pm on the Monday prior to semi-finals.

iii) The Executive may give approval for a player who has not achieved the qualifying
number of matches in Clause 4)a)xiii) to compete in finals matches only in the following circumstances:
· The club has insufficient qualified players in that competition to fill all competing teams

· Where exceptional circumstances have prevented the player(s) from achieving the qualifying number

· Where there was a reduction in possible qualifying matches due to byes or cancellation of matches

· Junior players who have played matches in senior competitions should be included in preference to players who have solely played junior matches.

· Players who have solely played junior competition matches shall be included in a position in the senior Order of Merit at the discretion of the Executive
Requests for approval under this clause must be submitted by the Club in writing.

iv) If a team plays the singles sets in a finals match other than in the Order of Merit approved by the Executive, it will forfeit any sets or games won by players who played in positions other than approved.

v) No player, in senior or junior competition, who has played two thirds of their 

minor round matches in a particular Division may play in the final rounds in a lower Division without the prior approval of the Executive
vi) In all finals matches the order of play shall be No. 2 Double, No. 1 Double, followed by the singles/mixed doubles in reverse order, i.e. 4,3,2,1

vii) In Senior Competition, doubles pairings and order are not governed by Order of Merit. 

viii) Finals matches are to played over two weeks on a knock out basis with matches on the first week to be 1st verses 4th and 2nd verses 3rd. The winners of these two matches will play the following week for the premiership. 

ix) In the event of a drawn match in finals (i.e. equal number of sets and games) the winner shall be the team that finished higher on the premiership table at the end of the minor round.
x) For all finals matches, each team competing shall supply balls of a brand and standard as advised by the Executive prior to the commencement of the season.
The quantities for each team per finals match shall be:

· 4 new balls for each Combined and Mixed Doubles team (6 new balls for Division One Combined)

· 2 new balls for each Divided and Doubles team (4 new balls for Division One Divided)

· 2 new balls for each junior team in Divisions One to Three with 2 good used balls for all other teams.
Please note that this is a minimum requirement and teams/clubs may supply extra if considered necessary.

g) INCLEMENT WEATHER

i) In inclement weather, the Executive (or Sub-Committee formed as per Clause 5) g) iii) below) may cancel matches to be played.

ii) Inclement weather shall be defined for the purpose of these By-Laws as extreme weather conditions which would make the playing of matches impractical or dangerous. This may include rain, extreme heat or such other conditions as determined by the Executive.

iii) At the commencement of each Season the Executive shall appoint a Sub-Committee comprising at least three (3) persons from within its number who shall have the authority to make all decisions concerning inclement weather.

iv) The Sub-Committee shall consult prior to 10.00 am, for senior competitions, and 7.30 am for junior competition, on any match day when weather forecasts indicate heavy or constant rain or any other extreme conditions as determined by the Executive
v) Junior Friday night matches will be cancelled if the temperature at 5.00pm is 37 degrees Celsius, or higher, as broadcast on 102.3FM.
vi) All Saturday matches, for both Junior and Senior competitions, will be cancelled if the forecast maximum temperature is 37 degrees Celsius or above, as per the Bureau of Meteorology update taken at 4am Saturday morning. 
vii) If a decision is made to cancel Saturday matches, it shall be published on the GDTA website no later than 7.30am for junior and senior matches.
viii) If the decision to cancel matches is made after 7.30am, the Executive shall notify Club Captains of all affected clubs. 
ix) In the circumstances described in Sub-Clauses vi), vii), and viii) above, no sets will be considered to have been played, and no points will be allocated.

x) If no decision is made to cancel matches, every effort should be made to commence matches at the scheduled starting time and to continue the match until a result is achieved.

xi) Where any doubt exists as to the suitability of the court surface for match play the junior venue supervisor, or the senior team captain(s), must make a determination having regard primarily for the safety of the players. 

xii) If no further play becomes possible, the Captains/Supervisors may abandon the match by mutual agreement, no less than one (1) hour after the scheduled commencement time. In this circumstance, both Captains/Supervisors should sign each score sheet and indicate the time the match was abandoned. 

xiii) For incomplete matches affected by inclement weather, sets played and completed on that day will count for premiership points. 

xiv) In Junior divisions which are programmed over two time slots, and of which one is cancelled by the Executive, points adjustments may be made to provide a fair and equitable result.
xv) In finals matches affected by inclement weather, play must continue until no longer possible or until a result is achieved. If a result is not achieved, then arrangements must be made between the Captains/Supervisors to complete the match at the same location on the Sunday following the programmed match, unless advice to the contrary is received from the Executive. 

h) RESULTS

i) In senior competition only, the home team (or, in finals, the winning team) shall telephone the match result to a person appointed by the 
Executive between 6.00pm and 7.00pm

Penalty:  $10.00 per team
ii) The home team shall forward a result sheet, to a person appointed by the Executive to be received no later than 7.00pm on the Tuesday following the match










Penalty:  $25.00 per mailing
iii) Results sheets for all finals matches in senior competitions shall be forwarded to the person appointed by the Executive to be received no later than 10.00am on the Sunday following the match












Penalty:  $25.00 per team
iv) The result sheet shall be correctly completed in accordance with directions issued by the Executive  











Penalty:  $25.00 per team
i) PROTESTS AND REPORTS

i) Submissions in respect of alleged breaches of these by-laws or violations of the Tennis Australia Code of Conduct must be lodged by the Club or a member of the Executive with the Association Secretary.

ii) Submissions must be in writing clearly setting out the grounds of complaint, and be tendered to the Association Secretary no later than the Wednesday following the match in question.
iii) The Executive is the sole authority for the interpretation of these by-laws and may apply disciplinary action and/or penalties if a breach, violation or offence is deemed to have occurred.

iv) There is no right of appeal against disciplinary action and/or penalties imposed by the Executive.
6) OTHER

a) TOURNAMENT

If a player from any Club wishes to nominate for the Association’s Annual Tournaments, then that Club must nominate a person to act as a Tournament Sub-Committee member. If a Club fails to nominate a Sub-Committee member then that Club’s members cannot participate in the Tournament.

b) MISCELLANEOUS

The Executive may give directions not inconsistent with the By-Laws at the commencement of each season to facilitate the implementation of the By-Laws. If any Club fails to comply with any direction given pursuant to sub-Clause (1) or any requirement of these By-Laws, it shall be liable to a penalty as determined by the Executive.

